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Notice of 
Annual General Meeting 

 
An Annual General Meeting of the Sheffield Bridge Club will be held on Monday 29 October 2018 
at 7.15 pm in the downstairs playing area.  
 
 
Agenda of AGM 

 
1. Apologies for absence 
2. Appointment of tellers 
3. Minutes of 2017 AGM (See Note 1) 
4. Chairman’s Report 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
6. Chief Tournament Director’s Report 
7. Proposal to change the Constitution (See Note 2) 
8. Election of Officers and Committee Members for 2018 to 2019 

 
(Coffee/tea break) 
 

9. Ratification of amendments to the Regulations (See Note 3) 
10. Any other business 
11. Chairman closes meeting 

 
Notes 
 

1. The minutes of the 2017 AGM were posted on the Club notice board following the meeting. 
They will remain posted until the 2018 AGM 

2. A small adjustment to the Constitution is sought in order to comply with this year’s Data 
Protection Act. Please see later in this report for details. 

3. Please see later in this report for details. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Chairman’s Report - 13 September 2018 
 
Graham Jepson’s final report as Chairman:   
 
Firstly I would like to thank this year’s committee for its untiring effort to keep SBC on the up and 
up. Margaret Johnson, as vice-chairman, has been a rock, and is happy now legal problems are 
history. Glyn Foley as treasurer has got us in a good financial position, paying off all our legal bills 
after a member’s court case, reducing annual subscriptions to £20 [subject to AGM approval], 
levelling table money to £3 per player per session, and members having to pay no extra for 
Simultaneous Pairs events. Ann Cockerill and husband, Ian, have helped at the School’s Club and 
all events, catering to a high standard. Dominic Rayner as committee teaching representative, 
aided by Ian and Julie Grant and Gill Woodcock have increased member numbers from their 
teaching classes, and Pete Waterman has helped with the Pro-Am events, while Zoe Hewertson 
has kept a keen eye on Club cleanliness. Peter Camm has guided us through Membership Data 
from May 2018, helped by Margaret Johnson, Julie Grant and Jonathan Brayshaw, while Barrie 
Partridge has worked very hard continuing his slog with tournaments aided by many helpers as he 
has outlined in his TD Report. This is where most people judge our success or failure. Simon 
Woolham has taken control well on House matters and we should be seeing new chairs in early 
2019. Level-headed Claire Vielle has settled in well in her first year as secretary. Thanks also to 
Peter Flavell for running Wednesday and Thursday afternoons and Saturday nights. All volunteers 
who help in any way, however small, are much appreciated. 
 
I only returned to the Committee to help out David Waxman as chair after the 2015 committee top 
officials resigned en bloc, which could have had disastrous consequences for the club, but didn’t! I 
had been on the SBC Committee since 1967 mainly as T.D, but resigned my Chairmanship 1980-
1984 after the AGM refused entry to the AGM of 200 Associate members leading me to open up a 
new club Graham’s BC., now Beauchief BC. A few years later all club members were permitted to 
attend the AGM so I suppose I was ahead of the times, not as people see me now as a dinosaur - 
regarding my computer skills and bridge bidding!! 
 
This year has been a difficult year for me on a personal level since the death of my sister Jennifer 
whom lots of you knew, in 2016, and the sudden death of my younger sister Margaret, a bridge 
learner, in December 2017. Things are near completion now, but my 50+years enthusiasm for 
wanting to play bridge has waned, waiting 9 months for closure, probate and the sale of her 
house. 
 
With ‘grief’ at home; allied to this was the hassle SBC had with the outside tree-felling in March 
when we were part of the national ‘’cannot believe how Amey, police and tree-protesters have got 
the city of Sheffield into such a mess!’’. SBC hopes that our drains will get less blocked in the 
future, hoping too that the unsavoury comments among members about tree-felling will now have 
stopped. 
 
P.S. I LOVE TREES AS MUCH AS ANYONE, BUT I LOVE LAW AND ORDER MORE! 
 
The Children’s Club has been fairly successful, begun initially by Helen MacCormac, Maire Reilly, 
and myself with helpers, but since the end of the summer holidays it has been temporarily 
suspended. More DBS-checked members are needed to run it with me [Fridays 4-6p.m. probably]. 
The EBU and YCBA have praised us with this initiative of attracting younger people into 
minibridge. 
 
On Sunday 4th November, 2-4pm, SBC is holding a 2nd free Mind Games afternoon for members’ 
families/friends/children/visitors showing card games, minibridge, bridge, chess, dominoes, dice 
etc., including tea/coffee. Anyone who would like to come to help/play would be very welcome. 
 



Several members/ex members this year have died, including Ed Wilson, George Rodgers, Mike 
Rodgers, Carole Beck, Pat Ward, Meinir Bailey, Dan Sequerra, Margaret Elliott and Pat Havard. 
Our condolences go to all families concerned. Anne Cross [who used to run Friday evening 
classes] and Frank Fisher have left us due to ill-health, as well as other members.  
 
I have only two areas of failure /disappointment to report: 
 
1. the lowering numbers on Thursday evenings, and  
2. the disappointing standby list, which used to be full months in advance so people could 
guarantee getting a game on ANY afternoon/evening when we were open. Could I ask all 
members to be a standby and fill the list up please? 
 
I am relinquishing my post as Chairman of SBC at the AGM and wish the future Committee of 
2018/19 every success in keeping SBC a prestigious bridge club, and in the forefront of Sheffield, 
Yorkshire and English bridge. I hope to continue running the SBC Children’s Club as soon as 
possible.  
 

 

 

 

 
Change to the Constitution – Proposal. 
 
One consequence of this year’s Data Protection Act is that we need to avoid displaying the postal 
addresses of applicants for membership of the club. Perhaps surprisingly, given the huge amount 
of work undertaken by our sub-committee that looked into all this, it is purely this one relatively 
very minor aspect that requires an amendment to our Constitution. 
 
In detail, the current Item 6(b) states: 
 
(b) Every candidate for admission as a Member shall be proposed by one Member and seconded 
by another stating for how long they have known him/her and that the particulars on the 
application form are correct. The candidate shall be proposed by completing an application form 
(which includes the candidate’s full postal address) to be displayed on the Club notice board for 
not less than 28 consecutive days. During the period the application is on the board, the candidate 
shall be entitled to the rights, privileges and advantages of the Club except that he/she may not 
attend General Meetings, vote on any issue, stand for election, propose candidates for election or 
membership, or sign in Guests or Visitors.  
 
Our proposal is to amend it to: 
 
(b) Every candidate for admission as a Member shall be proposed by one Member and seconded 
by another stating for how long they have known him/her and that the particulars on the 
application form are correct. The candidate shall be proposed by completing an application form, 
details from which will be displayed on the Club notice board for not less than 28 consecutive 
days. During the period the application is on the board, the candidate shall be entitled to the 
rights, privileges and advantages of the Club except that he/she may not attend General 
Meetings, vote on any issue, stand for election, propose candidates for election or membership, or 
sign in Guests or Visitors.  
 

 
 

 

 

 



Treasurer’s Report - October 2018 
 

2017-18 has been a further satisfactory year for the Club.  A surplus of £16,000 means that cash 
reserves now stand at £30,000 and the Club is in a healthy financial position. 
 
The most significant difference in the year’s expenditure was the reduction in expenditure on the 
premises, compared to the considerable investment of 2016-17. The most important element this 
year was the exterior painting and associated scaffolding, which completed the renovation in 2017. 
 
Minor changes have resulted from new contracts negotiated with suppliers for electricity, gas, 
broadband and waste collection. 
 
I am pleased to report that membership and table numbers have been stable this year, thus 
halting a steady decline in the amount of bridge played at the Club over many years.  
 
For 2017-18 the committee decided to remove the category of afternoon membership and give all 
members the same status, with a subscription of £24 replacing the dual levels of £12 and £36. 
This accounts for the decline in subscription income of £1,600. At the same time table money was 
also equalised at £3 per session, replacing the previous levels of £3 and £3.50, which accounts for 
the drop in income from table money, despite similar table numbers. Both of these changes were 
planned and expected – the change is actually lower than the £5,000 reduction I forecast in last 
year’s report. 
 
Subscription fees (£5) and table money (£1.50) and deliberately kept as low as possible for those 
under 25.  
 
For 2018-19 a further reduction in subscription fee, to £20, has been implemented, pending 
approval at the AGM, reducing our income by £1,200. 
 
The Club has used the services of Yorkshire Bank for very many years. During the year we were 
informed that substantial charges would be applied to community accounts like ours. This resulted 
in a rather tedious change of account to Barclays, where we can continue to enjoy free banking. 
 
After a period where it was impossible to earn any interest on community accounts we now have a 
savings account with the Teachers Building Society, earning interest at the heady rate of 1.2%. 
Most of our cash reserve is held there. 
 
Following last year’s AGM I was asked to investigate the revaluation of the Club’s premises, which 
has remained at £300,000 for a long time. With Jonathan Brayshaw’s help we found that such a 
revaluation would cost us the best part of £1,000 with no significant benefit, so, for the time being 
at least, we decided not to pursue this. 
 
May I remind members why the use of tokens for payment of table money was introduced a few 
years ago? The aim is to reduce the tedious handling of cash, making it safer for those who do so, 
and ease entry to the Club, elimination the need to queue and pay on entry. Tokens can be bought 
in bulk, in bags of 10, 20 or 30, with a discount for the latter. I’m grateful to members’ assistance in 
this matter and would urge all to help the volunteers who run the Club’s finances by buying in bulk. 
 
I have very much appreciated ongoing assistance from Simon Woolham and Gill Woodcock and 
several members who have assisted with the weekly task of banking funds during the year. 
Thanks are also due to David Gee, who has, as ever, undertaken the independent review of the 
Club’s accounts.  
 
Glyn Foley 
Treasurer 



 

 
 



Sheffield Bridge Club – Financial Accounts for the Year 2017-18

Income and Expenditure

Income 2017/18 2016/17 Change

£ £

Subscriptions 7,180 8,778 -18%

Table Money 34,702 36,511 -5%

Refreshments 2,502 3,039 -18%

Bank Interest 7 21 -68%

Other income 40 226 -82%

TOTAL INCOME 44,431 48,575 -9%

Expenditure

Waste Disposal 733 1,041 -30%

Heat and Light 3,170 2,900 9%

Water 732 769 -5%

Insurance 1,608 1,549 4%

Cleaning 8,688 8,954 -3%

Gardening Services 410 400 3%

General Repairs/Renewals 9,884 19,809 -50%

Stationery 409 259 58%

Communications 985 859 15%

Bridge Related Expenditure 1,561 5,170 -70%

Sundries 100 0

Depreciation 0 0

SUB-TOTAL EXPENDITURE 28,279 41,710 -32%

Final balance 16,151 6,865

Notes to the accounts

Subscriptions – steady. Full membership equalised to £24 (instead of £12 and £36)

Table money – Table numbers steady, income reduced as evening session fee reduced to £3

Repairs & Renewals – Includes exterior painting and associated scaffolding

 
 



Chief Tournament Director’s Report - October 2018 
 
My thanks to all our TDs, scorers, duplimators, caddies and other workers behind the scenes over 
the past year These have included (this year again in alphabetical order!) Mike Brumby, Monica 
Cooper (who has saved my sanity with the duplimator!), John Edwards, Peter Flavell, Glyn Foley, 
David Gee, Janet Hempson, Lol and Mary Hinchcliffe, Judy Jackson, Martyn James, Graham 
Jepson, Margaret Johnson, Rob Turner, Gill Woodcock and Simon Woolham. 
 
Huge thanks to Ann Cockerill for all her catering for the past year, aided by Ian, who has also 
helped considerably with organising at Yorkshire League fixtures. 
 
In the Yorkshire League, our A Team came second in Division 1. Our B and H teams earned 
promotion, and our G team lost a tie split for promotion which would have been a second 
consecutive year. Our D team was relegated back to Division 3. Player availability was reasonable 
but we have just slightly fewer players available this coming season. If anyone has not played in 
this league but may be interested, please contact me. We have eight teams in the league and no 
other club has more than six teams. 
 
The club was host this year to a heat of the Northern Bridge League. We also ran the Peter 
Littlewood Pairs (appropriately won by Frank Littlewood with David Musson) on behalf of the 
YCBA, and will be doing so again this coming year. 
 
We also hosted heats of the Play with the Experts and Mixed Pairs that are normally held at the 
EBU Summer Meeting. This should have been a one-off occasion as the Eastbourne venue was 
being refurbished but the EBU considered the exercise so successful that we may be offered the 
opportunity again. Less successful was the Portland Pairs which again attracted poor numbers 
compared with venues further South. 
 
Starting last month, we moved our holding of two EBED (EBU) Simultaneous Pairs from Thursday 
evenings to Wednesday evenings. On the first such evening, Sue Wormald and Jean Rodgers 
came 3rd in the country. We have retained the three Yorkshire Simultaneous Pairs for Thursday 
evenings. 
  
The program for the new season is posted at the club and on the web site. 
 
If you have any ideas or comments about any aspect of our competitions or bridge at the club 
generally, please let me know.  
 
This AGM will mark a milestone for me of 15 years as CTD. If re-elected, next year will be my 25th 
on the Committee! 
 

  Barrie Partridge 
 
 

Some outside successes 

Tom Gisborne, Sandy Davies, Arthur Hughes, Mike Pomfrey, David Banks – Yorkshire 
Waddington Shield winners 
Rob Turner, Mary Whyms, David Fletcher, Glyn Foley – Yorkshire Trophy winners 
Lol and Mary Hinchcliffe, Clare and Bernard Vielle – Yorkshire Cup winners 
Dave Robinson – Gerard Faulkner Salver winner 
Sandy Davies, Tom Gisborne, Dave Robinson, Richard Pike - Hubert Phillips Plate winners 
Arthur Hughes – 2nd in the Seniors’ Pairs at the EBU Summer Congress 
Sandy Davies and Tom Gisborne – 3rd in Pairs at EBU Seniors Congress 
 
 



Changes to the Regulations – Proposals. 
 
In line with the Constitution, changes made by the Committee to the Regulations need to be 
ratified by General Meeting. The only substantive change is to Regulation 3, but also Regulation 9 
lists the composition of LOG which has added Pete Waterman to its ranks this year. 
 
Regulation 3 has been amended as a result of reducing the annual subscription from £24 to £20, 
so now states: 
 
3. SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 
The maximum level of the annual subscription (currently £36) may, as stated in the Constitution, 
be changed only by proposal at a General Meeting. 
The current annual subscription is £20, due on 1 August. Members may obtain a discount by one 
of the following routes: 
 
1. Discount for new members.  
 
Current annual subscription is £20 for those who apply between 1 August and 31 January, £10 for 
those who apply between 1 February and 30 April, and £0 for those who apply between 1 May 
and 31 July. This will be refunded if the application is unsuccessful 
 
2. Young person discount for those under the age of 25 on 1 August, the first day of that club year. 
Current annual subscription is £5  
 
3. Refugee discounts for those approved by the Committee. Current annual subscription is £5  
 
 
 
 

     COMPETITION  WINNERS     2017-2018 
 

       Club Ladder Events: 
 
Chamberlain Trophy  - Sandy Davies 
Patterson Trophy   - Chris Derrick 
Lee Trophy    - Margaret Manson 
Jepson Trophy   - Janet Rodgers 
Paton Trophy   - Margaret Johnson 
Sutton Trophy   - Jan Coutts 
Frith Trophy    - Julie Grant, Ian Grant 
Allen Trophy (Monday afternoons) - Simon Woolham 
Rankin (Thursday afternoons) - Mick Lindley 
Barber (Wednesday afternoons)       - Richard Brown 
 

      Club Pairs Pentathlon: 
 
Chairman’s Pairs   - Sue Lloyd, Barrie Partridge 
Lord Mayor’s Trophy  - Rob Woolham, Simon Woolham 
Stones’ New Year Cup  - Glyn Foley, Simon Woolham 
Stones’ Shield (Gold)  - Mike Pomfrey, Arthur Hughes 
Stones’ Shield (Silver)  - Bazil Caygill, David Fletcher 
Stones’ Shield (Bronze)  - Jane Kirk, Steve Willis 
Flo Dornan Swiss Pairs  - David Waxman, Richard Pike 
Derek Jepson Memorial Trophy - Richard Pike 



 
     Club Teams Pentathlon 

 
Vera Copestake Teams  - Mary Hinchcliffe, Lol Hinchcliffe, 
       Clare Vielle, Bernard Vielle 
Rodger Mixed Pivot Teams - Dawn Rayner, Dominic Rayner, 
       Richard Pike, David Waxman 
Laura Hadfield Teams  - Tom Gisborne, Sandy Davies, 
       Bazil Caygill, Matthew Kiggins 
Vice-Chairman’s Teams  - Fiona Sutherland, Graham White, 

  Judy Jackson, Barrie Partridge 
Nancy Campfield Memorial Trophy - Chris Derrick, Keith Cornish, 
       Pete Waterman, Richard Pike 
Teams Pentathlon   - Mary Whyms, Rob Turner and Rod Hose 
 

  Other single session events 
 
W.E.Dornan Mixed Pairs  - Margaret Johnson, Glyn Foley 
Brighton Salver (Ladies)  - Margaret Johnson, Pat Powell 
Woodward Cup (Mens)  - Rob Turner, Rod Hose 
Mather Individual Trophy  - Not held 
Musson Teams Trophy  - David Penfold, Simon Woolham 
       Rosemary Woolham, Rob Woolham 
City Cup    - Janet Rodgers, Margaret Manson 
         

   Summer Mondays 
 
Pro-Am: Marcus Memorial Trophy - Graham Jepson and Steven Montgomery 
Students’ Cup   - Not held 
 

      Local Leagues 
 
Bowler Grade 1 for Waddington League 
     - Graham Jepson, David Fletcher, 
       Sandy Davies, Tom Gisborne, 
       Mike Pomfrey 
John Pawson Trophy for Open League 

- Sandy Davies, Tom Gisborne, 
       Mike Pomfrey, David Musson, 
       Frank Littlewood 


